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Program 
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1.  Welcome and Acknowledgement of Country 
2.  Pre-Course Reading Recap 
•  Stage Statement Overview (from Implementing the Environmental 

Education policy in your school) 
•  Webquest – Getting started with Sustainability  
•  Ecological Footprint Calculator  
•  Positioning yourself on the Sustainability continuum 
3.  Integrating environmental and sustainability education  
4.  Stage or subject workshops on the Sustainability Action Process, a 

DOE pedagogy to support Quality Teaching of sustainability education 
5.  Resources to support teaching Sustainability Education  
6.  Practical examples of integrating sustainability education, into the 

curriculum   
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What is environmental education  

Environmental and Zoo Education Centres 

Education about the environment  Education in the environment 

Education for the environment  
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Education for the Environment - Sustainability 



Film clip discussion 
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�  Sustainability education is futures-oriented, focusing on protecting 
environments and creating a more ecologically and socially just world 
through informed action. It should equip students with skills, knowledge 
and confidence to contribute to achieving a sustainable future.  

�  Actions that support more sustainable patterns of living require 
consideration of environmental, social, cultural and economic systems 
and their interdependence. 

 

 



Sustainability and the NSW Curriculum 
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�  Sustainability is one of three cross curriculum priorities mandated by 
the NSW Curriculum along with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Histories and Cultures and Asia and Australia’s Engagement with Asia. 

�  These cross-curriculum priorities are to be embedded in all learning 
areas. They will have a strong but varying presence depending on 
their relevance to each learning areas.  

�  The leaf icon indicates the opportunity to address the cross-curriculum 
priorities. There are endless opportunities however to integrate 
sustainability into your teaching practice in all KLA’s. 

Eg. Stage 3 Geography extract – Factors that shape places – could      
sustainability be incorporated into all three topics? 

 



Learning across the curriculum 
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�  Sustainability can also be taught through the NSW Syllabi General 
Capabilities 

Cross Curriculum Priorities  General Capabilities  

Sustainability  Critical and Creative Thinking  

Asia and Australia’s engagement 
with Asia  

Ethical Understanding  

Aboriginal and Torres Straight 
Islander histories and Cultures  

Information and Communication 
Technology Capability  

Intercultural Understanding  

Literacy  

Numeracy  

Personal and Social Capability  

Civics and Citizenship  

Difference and Diversity  

Work and Enterprise 



How should Sustainability Education be taught? 
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Sustainability Education: 
•  should be part of everyday lessons. 
•  is interdisciplinary and should be systematically programmed, taught 

and evaluated as part of the K – 12 curriculum. 
•  should progressively build knowledge and skills through the stages of 

schooling that allow students to use the school site and other built and 
natural environments to investigate, plan, and take action for the 
environment. 

 
The Environmental Education Policy For Schools also provides a 
foundation to help students: 
•  develop a deeper understanding of sustainability  
•  build capacity to act 
•  Become effective environmental citizens for the future.  

 



Why Teach Sustainability?  
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1.  It is mandated in all curriculums 

2.  To help reduce significant global environmental problems 

3.  To support the NSW Quality Teaching Framework  

4.  To enable students to become effective citizens and active 

change agents 

5.  To reduce the cost of school resources  

6.  It is the most important concept we can teach our children  
 ie the relationship between human life and the physical 
world. The need to understand that resources are finite, the 
way we live is in excess of the level that can be sustained, 
and that change must occur to ensure the future for coming 
generations  

 
 	



Programming for Sustainability Education 
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Sustainability education can be programmed by: 
 
•  Embedding it in all KLA’s where appropriate, including 

through the General Capabilities 
 
•  Provide learning opportunities outside the classroom 

such as the playground, school kitchen gardens, outdoor 
classrooms, local excursions or by visiting an EEC or 
other environmental education provider 

•  Involving students in student centred and collaborative 
learning, in authentic learning contexts, especially 
around school resource management or external 
programs like citizen science projects. 

 
•  Encouraging participation in global citizenship   

campaigns/projects like Schools Clean-Up day, Earth 
Hour, World Green Date events etc 



Pre-Reading Feedback 
�  From the Federal Government website, Sustainability in Schools, 

describe a resource, that shows how to integrate sustainability 
education into the curriculum.  
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How sustainable is your classroom or school?  
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Our ecological footprint is the measurement of the amount of land we require to provide 
us with all our resources and remove all our waste. Our footprints can be reduced by: 
 
•  Use of resources in your classroom - How do you manage your lighting, water, 

heating, air conditioning, interactive whiteboard use, paper use etc. Do you have 
a holiday shutdown plan? 

•  Disposal of wastes - Where does your class dispose of paint, science chemicals, 
craft materials, food wastes etc? 

•  School Recycling - Does your school have a whole school recycling strategy? 

•  Curriculum content – Do you integrate environmental / sustainability education 
into your teaching programs? 

•  School based green events / days - Do you involve your class in events like No 
waste lunch days World Environment Day, Earth Day,  National Tree Day, Clean 
Up Australia Day,  No Power Hour,  Mobile Muster? 

•  Outdoor learning opportunities – Have you visited an Environmental Education 
Centre or similar EE or EFS provider? 

What is your ecological footprint? 



Teaching Sustainability – The Sustainability Action 
Process (SAP) 
�  The Sustainability Action Process is a simple 5 step pedagogy that can 

be used to teach sustainability. 
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A example of a SAP project on Stormwater  



Sustainability Action Process Workshop 
�  Discuss in stage or subject groups how you could you use this process 

in your classroom, stage or whole school planning?  
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Consider the following: Stage Outcomes eg climate change / biodiversity water / energy, a local school issue eg 
litter / food waste, or a School Community Focus eg kitchen gardens/local river/local park etc 


